
where x, ξ, and t are defined in Fig. 1. Similar equations
apply to the other GPDs E, Ẽ, and H̃. With a beam of
circularly polarized photons, TCS can access both the real
and imaginary parts of the CFFs [16].
As in DVCS, the Bethe-Heitler (BH) process, which can

be computed in a quasi-model-independent way, contrib-
utes to the same final state (see Fig. 1, right). The cross
section for exclusive lepton pair photoproduction on the
proton can be expressed as

σðγp → p0eþe−Þ ¼ σBH þ σTCS þ σINT; ð2Þ

where INT stands for the TCS-BH interference term. As
presented in Refs. [15,16], the BH contribution dominates
over the TCS in the total cross section by 2 orders of
magnitude in the kinematic range accessible at Jefferson
Lab (JLab). Therefore, the best practical way to access
GPDs with the TCS reaction is to measure observables
giving access to the TCS-BH interference. At leading order
and leading twist in QCD, σINT can be expressed as a linear
combination of GPD-related quantities [15],

d4σINT
dQ02 dtdΩ

¼A
1þ cos2θ

sin θ

× ½cos ϕReM̃−− − ν sin ϕ Im M̃−−&; ð3Þ

where

M̃−− ¼
!
F1H − ξðF1 þ F2ÞH̃ −

t
4m2

p
F2E

"
; ð4Þ

A is a kinematic factor given in Ref. [15], ϕ and θ are
defined in Fig. 2, Ω is the solid angle defined by θ and ϕ, ν
is the circular polarization of the photon beam (equal toþ1
for right-handed and −1 for left-handed polarization),mp is
the proton mass, F1 and F2 are the electromagnetic form

factors, andH, H̃, and E are the TCS CFFs of theH, H̃, and
E GPDs, respectively, which are given in Eq. (1). As the
coefficients of H̃ and E in Eq. (4) are suppressed, especially
in the kinematics covered at JLab, measuring unpolarized
and polarized observables linked to the TCS-BH interfer-
ence cross section accesses mainly, respectively, the real
and the imaginary parts of the H CFF.
In this Letter, two TCS observables were measured for

the first time: the photon polarization asymmetry A⊙U and
the forward-backward (FB) asymmetry AFB. A⊙U is propor-
tional to the sin ϕ moment of the polarized interference
cross section and allows access to the imaginary part of H.
AFB, defined as

AFBðθ;ϕÞ ¼
dσðθ;ϕÞ − dσð180° − θ; 180°þ ϕÞ
dσðθ;ϕÞ þ dσð180° − θ; 180°þ ϕÞ

; ð5Þ

projects out the cosϕ moment of the unpolarized cross
section, proportional to the real part of the CFF H [20].
Both A⊙U and AFB are zero if only BH contributes to the
γp → p0γ' cross section. Furthermore, it was shown in
Ref. [21] that the QED radiative corrections are negligible
for both of these observables.
The experiment was carried out in Hall B at JLab, using a

10.6-GeVelectron beam, impinging on a 5-cm-long liquid-
hydrogen target placed at the center of the solenoid magnet
of CLAS12 [22]. Potential quasireal photoproduction
events (ep → p0eþe−X) were selected requiring one elec-
tron, one positron, and one proton. The trajectories of
charged particles, bent by the CLAS12 torus and solenoid
magnetic fields, were measured by the drift chambers and
in the central vertex tracker, providing their charge and
momentum. The leptons were identified combining the
information from the high-threshold Cherenkov counters
and the forward electromagnetic calorimeter (ECAL) [23].
Leptons with momenta below 1 GeV were removed to
eliminate poorly reconstructed tracks in the forward

FIG. 1. Left: handbag diagram of the TCS process. Right:
diagram of the BH process. t ¼ ðp − p0Þ2 is the squared four-
momentum transfer between the initial and final protons, Q02 ¼
ðkþ k0Þ2 is the invariant mass of the lepton pair, andQ2 ¼ −q2 is
the virtuality of the real photon. ξ ¼ Q02=(2ðs −m2

pÞ −Q02) is
the momentum imbalance of the struck quark, s is the squared
center-of-mass energy, andmp is the proton mass. x is the average
momentum fraction of the struck quark.

FIG. 2. Relevant angles for TCS. ϕ and θ are, respectively, the
angle between the leptonic plane (defined by the outgoing leptons
momenta k and k0) and the hadronic plane (defined by the
incoming and outgoing proton momenta p and p0, defined in
Fig. 1), and the angle between the electron and the recoiling
proton in the leptons center-of-mass frame.
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