
threshold in σ/v, where it is expected to dominate (here
v = 1/16π(s − m2

p)
2 is the usual phase space factor). It

produces the ηcp, χcp and other C even resonances, but
also J/ψ.

For elastic charm production (when the proton target
remains bound), it is also necessary to take into account
the recombination of the three valence quarks into the
proton via its form factor, as well as the coupling of the
photon to the cc pair. For two gluon exchange the cross
section of the γp → J/ψp takes the form:

dσ

dt
= N2gv

(1 − x)2

R2M2
F 2

2g(t)(s − m2
p)

2 (3)

while for three gluon exchange it takes the form:

dσ

dt
= N3gv

(1 − x)0

R4M4
F 2

3g(t)(s − m2
p)

2 (4)

where F2g(t) and F3g(t) are proton form factors that take
into account the fact that the three target quarks recom-
bine into the final proton after the emission of two or
three gluons. While they are analogous to the proton
elastic form factor F1(t), they are not known. In the
numerical applications, we have parameterized them as
F 2 = exp(1.13t), according to the experimental t de-
pendency of the cross section [11]. The (s − m2

p)
2 term

comes from the coupling of the incoming photon to the
cc pair and the spin-1 nature of gluon exchange (see,
for instance, Ref. [12]). It compensates the same term
in the phase space v. The normalization coefficient N
is determined assuming that each channel saturates the
experimental cross section measured at SLAC [13] and
Cornell [11] around Eγ = 12 GeV.
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FIG. 3. Variation of the J/ψ photoproduction cross sec-
tion near threshold. Solid line: two gluon exchange (Eqs. 3).
Dashed line: three gluon exchange (Eq. 4).

Notice that expressions (3) and (4) are valid in a lim-
ited energy range near threshold, where x ∼ 1. To be

more specific, x = 0.82 at Elab
γ = 10 GeV and x = 0.69

at Elab
γ = 12 GeV. So we expect that our model still

makes sense up to the lowest energy range where exper-
imental data exist. At higher energies one has to rely on
the variation of the gluon distribution in the vicinity of
x ∼ 0 to reproduce the steep rise of charm photoproduc-
tion [16,17] above Elab

γ ≈ 100 GeV (x ≤ 0.082).
As shown in Fig. 3, the threshold dependence of our

conjectured cross sections (3) and (4) is consistent with
the scarce existing data [11,13]. Indeed, there is also
evidence [14] that the energy dependence of the J/ψ
elastic photoproduction cross section at forward angles
is roughly flat up to Eγ ≈ 12 GeV, in contrast to the
steep variation observed at higher energies. More accu-
rate measurements of the J/ψ elastic photoproduction
cross section up to about 20 GeV are clearly needed.

The existence of five-quark resonances near threshold
in the γp → pcc̄ process [15] would modify our picture.
However, the qualitative features of the two- and three-
gluon-exchange cross sections (which differ by orders of
magnitude near threshold) should remain valid.

On few body targets, each exchanged gluon may cou-
ple to a colored quark cluster and reveal the hidden-color
part of the nuclear wave function, a domain of short-
range nuclear physics where nucleons lose their identity.
The existence of such hidden-color configurations is pre-
dicted by QCD evolution equations [3]. It is striking that
in γd → J/ψpn, (Fig. 4), the |B8B8 > hidden-color state
of the deuteron couples so naturally via two gluons to
the J/ψpn final state [18], since the coupling of a single
gluon to a three-quark cluster turns it from a color octet
to a singlet.

γ ψ

FIG. 4. The simplest diagram which reveals a hid-
den-color state in deuterium [18].

When the nucleon is embedded in a nuclear medium,
two mechanisms govern the photo- and electroproduc-
tion of J/ψ mesons. The first, the quasi-free production
mechanism, contributes the following cross section to the
γd → J/ψpn reaction, when integrated over the angles
of the spectator neutron [19]:

dσ

dtd | 'n |
=

dσ

dt

∣∣∣∣
γp→J/ψp

4π'n2ρ(| 'n |) (5)

∫
ρ(| 'n |)d'n = 1 (6)


