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The anomalously large cos(2φ) asymmetry measured in the Drell-Yan process is
discussed. Possible origins of this large deviation from the Lam-Tung relation are
considered with emphasis on the comparison of two particular proposals: one that
suggests it arises from a QCD vacuum effect and one that suggests it is a hadronic
effect. Experimental signatures distinguishing these effects are discussed.

1. Introduction

Azimuthal asymmetries in the unpolarized Drell-Yan (DY) process differ-
ential cross section arise only in the following way
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(
1 + λ cos2 θ + µ sin 2θ cosφ +

ν

2
sin2 θ cos 2φ

)
, (1)

where φ is the angle between the lepton and hadron planes in the lepton
center of mass frame (see Fig. 3 of Ref.1). In the parton model (order α0

s)
quark-antiquark annihilation yields λ = 1, µ = ν = 0. The leading order
(LO) perturbative QCD corrections (order α1

s) lead to µ "= 0, ν "= 0 and
λ "= 1, such that the so-called Lam-Tung relation 1 − λ − 2ν = 0 holds.
Beyond LO, small deviations from the Lam-Tung relation will arise. If one
defines the quantity κ ≡ − 1

4 (1 − λ − 2ν) as a measure of the deviation

from the Lam-Tung relation, it has been calculated2,3 that at order α2
s κ

is small and negative: −κ <
∼ 0.01, for values of the muon pair’s transverse

momentum QT of up to 3 GeV/c.
Surprisingly, the data is incompatible with the Lam-Tung relation and

with its small order-α2
s modification as well3. These data from CERN’s

NA10 Collaboration4,5 and Fermilab’s E615 Collaboration6 are for π−N →
µ+µ−X , with N = D and W . The π−-beam energies range from 140 GeV
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