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Caveat
A lot has changed since January 
2025, but it’s still useful to know 

how things worked before.
(also I am very space-biased and again, views 

expressed are not of my employer)
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● How the US government funds 
scientific research

● The role of the National Academies

● How I got into policy

● TIME SENSITIVE The new OMB rule
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A brief explanation of federal budget cycle
https://taxproject.org/
budget-process/
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A brief explanation of federal budget cycle

Aug 2024

Oct 2025

FY 2026
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A brief explanation of federal budget cycle

Agencies and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) iterate to 
create the President’s Budget Request (PBR) for next year

PBR is released (usually around Feb-Mar)

Congress begins developing the budget; appropriations committees 
handle discretionary funding (science lives here)

House and Senate develop their own funding bills and reconcile them

Bill is sent to President to be signed or vetoed (hopefully before Oct 1)
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But what if a new budget isn’t passed by October?
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But what if a new budget isn’t passed by October?

“2025 Shutdown Was 
the Longest in History

Length of lapses in 
congressional 
appropriations leading to 
a government shutdown 
of one day or longer.”
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Where does science policy generally 
happen in the government itself?
Executive:

● Office of Science and Technology 
Policy (OSTP)

● Agencies

Congress:

● Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, & Transportation

● House Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology

● Member offices

TX-7 (R), 
2001-19

Europa 
Clipper
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So where do the National 
Academies come in?
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National Academy of Sciences (NAS) founded on March 3, 1863 
through a Congressional charter signed by Abraham Lincoln
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The National Academies

The National 
Academy of 

Sciences

The National 
Academy of 
Engineering

The National 
Academy of 

Medicine

Program Offices and Centers

● Center for Advancing Science & Technology
● Center for Health, People, & Places
● Gulf Research Program
● Transportation Research Board
● Office of International Networks, Cooperation, 

and Security
● Organizational Initiatives
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The National Academies

The National 
Academy of 

Sciences

The National 
Academy of 
Engineering

The National 
Academy of 

Medicine

Program Offices and Centers

Center for Advancing Science 
& Technology
● Aeronautics, Space, and 

Astronomy ← me!
● Computing Research, 

Technologies, and Systems
● Physical Sciences, Systems, 

and Infrastructure
● Science and Engineering 

Education and Workforce
● Science and Technology 

Policy and Law

Center for Health, People, & 
Places

● Biomedical and Health 
Sciences

● Earth Systems and Resources
● Food, Nutrition, and 

Agriculture
● Health Care and Public Health
● Life Sciences and 

Biotechnology
● Social and Economic Systems
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National Academies Activities

● Consensus & advisory activities
● Convening activities
● Fellowships, grants, and awards
● Lectures and educational and 

outreach activities
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My current portfolio

● Decadal Survey for Earth Science and Applications from Space 
2028-2037 (ESAS 2028)

● Committee on Biological & Physical Sciences in Space (CBPSS)
● Space Technology Industry-Government-University Roundtable 

(STIGUR)
● Assessment of Technical and Scientific Capabilities at NASA 

Goddard Space Flight Center — support staff

Past projects include Elementary Particle Physics: Progress and 
Promise (EPP)
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ESAS 2028 and Decadal Surveys

● Congressionally mandated — 
Congress directs NASA to enter 
agreements with us to carry out the 
decadal surveys and their midterm 
assessments

● Gathers experts to define a 
community-wide scientific vision for 
the next decade

● Factored into science-related funding 
decisions in Congress
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Committee on Biological & Physical Sciences in Space

● Requested by NASA’s Science Mission 
Directorate (SMD)

● Comprised of ~15 experts who meet twice 
a year to discuss topics relevant to SMD’s 
Biological and Physical Sciences Division

● Monitor progress towards the Biological 
and Physical Sciences decadal survey

● Occasionally write advisory documents 
on request by division
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Space Technology Industry-Government-University Roundtable

● Requested by NASA’s 
Space Technology 
Mission Directorate

● Also comprised on ~15 
experts who meet twice a 
year

● Goal is to foster dialogue 
and strengthen ties 
between stakeholders in 
space technology
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Assessment of Technical and Scientific Capabilities at 
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
● Congressionally mandated, fast track 

study to assess Goddard
○ Began in April 2026, report due 

November 2026

● Collaboration with Physical Sciences 
and Infrastructure

● Goal is to recommend actions that 
Congress and NASA can take to ensure 
Goddard’s long term success
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Outcomes of National Academies Activities
● Decadal surveys

○ Hubble Space Telescope
○ James Webb Space Telescope
○ New Horizons

● Other reports
○ Recommending astronauts over 

robotic missions for Hubble servicing, 
against stated preference of the 
NASA administrator

○ Prioritized science goals and mission 
formats for the first human missions 
to Mars
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How we recruit experts for activities

● Expertise
● Perspective
● Objectivity
● Background
● Academy Membership

● Potential conflicts of interest, 
including financial ones

● Independence from sponsors

Also consider public feedback after 
committees are posted



2026 EIC Early Career Workshop
July 11, 2026

Day to Day Work

● A LOT of project management
● Organizing meetings in collaboration with committees and sponsors
● Identifying potential new members and speakers
● If developing an advisory document, support document development 

as necessary:
○ Information gathering through 

meetings and research
○ Writing and editing
○ Directing independent 

peer review
○ Public distribution of report
○ Sponsor briefings
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How I got into policy

● Came into grad school set on 
academia

● Selected for a Congressional 
Visits Day through the 
American Astronomical Society

● Considered science 
communication but settled on 
policy

● Interned at the National 
Academies before graduating
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What helped me get into policy

● Learning about PhD-trained scientists who worked in policy spaces 
— Congress, agencies, think tanks, the National Academies, state 
governments

●  A supportive advisor — goal was for me to graduate with the 
expertise I needed, not publish like an academic

● Opportunities for science policy experiences — internships, 
Congressional visits, courses in other parts of my institution
○ Earned a certificate in public management alongside my PhD
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The new OMB rule

The Office of Management and Budget 
“oversees the implementation of the 
president’s vision across the executive 
branch. It develops the president’s 
annual budget proposal, manages 
agency processes, reviews significant 
agency regulations, and supports 
presidential actions, including executive 
orders.” 

Emerging Tech Policy Careers

https://emergingtechpolicy.org/institutions/executive-branch/office-of-management-and-budget/#management
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The new OMB rule

● Congress holds the “power of 
the purse” — only it can control 
public spending

● The Impoundment Control Act 
of 1974 is the only way for the 
President to delay or withhold 
funds (but not cancel them)

● Congressional/other concerns 
on administration withholding 
funds
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The new OMB rule

● On May 29, OMB released a rule 
for public comment

● The rule’s stated goal is to 
“revise the Guidance for Federal 
Financial Assistance to improve 
government-wide policies and 
requirements related to the 
management of grants, 
cooperative agreements, and 
other forms of assistance.”
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“The Administration proposed a sweeping rule 
that would bar scientists from international 
collaboration, control what they can tell the 
public about their research, and give Trump 

officials complete power over which grants are 
funded—including authority to stop any grant at 

any time, for any reason.”
Colette Delawalla, PhD, CEO

Stand Up for Science



2026 EIC Early Career Workshop
July 11, 2026

The new OMB rule

● OMB is required to receive public comments about the rule and sufficiently 
respond to them

● Comments must be unique
○ A mass of identical comments can be covered in a single response
○ Comments are used in legal challenges to a proposed rule

● Comments are currently due by July 13 — two days from now!
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Questions?
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Comparing PBRs and Enacted Budgets

DOE Office of Science
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Science, the Endless Frontier – Vannevar Bush
● Bush

○ PhD research on electrical engineering
○ President of the Carnegie Institution for Science

● Office of Scientific Research and Development
○ Formed during World War II
○ Focused on research for military benefit
○ Began fundamental research for what became the 

Manhattan Project
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How can the US support 
research at public and 
private institutions and build 
scientific talent in the US?
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Science, the Endless Frontier – Vannevar Bush

“Scientific Progress Is Essential”

“Science Is a Proper Concern of Government”

“Scientific progress on a broad front results from the 
free play of free intellects, working on subjects of 

their own choice, in the manner dictated by 
their curiosity for exploration of the unknown.”
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Science, the Endless Frontier – Vannevar Bush

“The Government should take an active role in promoting the 
international flow of scientific information.”

“If ability, and not the circumstance of family fortune, is 
made to determine who shall receive higher education in 

science, then we shall be assured of constantly improving 
quality at every level of scientific activity.”
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