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Allena Opper
JLab Users’  Meeting
June 2026

National Science Foundation – Nuclear Physics
Outline  
• Organization & Staff
• Budget Info
• Updates & Funding 

Announcements 
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NSF/MPS/PHY Personnel –
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• Down by > 30% wrt Dec 2025 – across Science, DGA, Policy, …
• Director  –  Director 

– Brian Stone (Chief of Staff) is performing the duties of the director
• Assistant Director for MPS  – David Berkowitz (IPA from U of Nebraska)
• Head of MPS – Tie Luo
• Deputy Head of MPS – Saúl González
• PHY Section Head – Michael Cavagnero
• Nuclear Theory Program Director – Bogdan Mihaila
• Nuclear Physics Program Director – Allena Opper
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Staff Positions
• Check https://www.nsf.gov/careers/openings 
• IPA Rotator positions in MPS

o https://www.nsf.gov/careers/openings/mps/mps-2026-120783
o Apply via email to mps-jobs@nsf.gov 

• Permanent Fed also listed at https://www.nsf.gov/careers/openings 
o Apply through https://www.usajobs.gov/  (not the most user-friendly)
o AD-3 (Assoc Program Director)
Posted June 15; closed June 17 after 200 applications received

o AD-4 (Program Director)
Might be posted June 29; will likely close after N applications are received

• All NSF staff must be on-site unless they have an accommodation
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NSF Appropriations – figure from the AIP
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NSF FY26 PBR, Marks, and Final from the AIP
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*Additional cuts possible/expected



6/24/2026 7

More on FY26 Funding ($8.75B)
• As is usual, the R&D Budgetary Priorities of the Administration are 

communicated to agency leadership through memos from OMB and 
OSTP. One recent memo (23-sep-2025):
o Ensure Unrivaled American Leadership in Critical and Emerging Technologies: 

AI, QIS, Semiconductors and Microelectronics, Advanced Communications 
Networks, Future Computing Technologies, Advanced Manufacturing

oUnleash American Energy Dominance and Explore New Frontiers
o Strengthen American Security
o Strengthen and Safeguard American Health and Biotechnology
o Ensure America’s Continued Space Dominance

• Plus Cross-Cutting Initiatives (Gold Standard Science, Build S&T 
Workforce, World-Class RI, S&T Ecosystem, High-Value Research Efforts)
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NSF Appropriations (figure from the AIP) + FY27 PBR
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FY27 PBR = $3.96B
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Funding Announcements 
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PHY Investigator Initiated Research  NSF 23-615 updated   

Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) to be posted soon

 Deadlines  Target Dates: PIs should submit by the target date for funding 
consideration in the relevant fiscal year
o Second Tuesday in December for Experimental & Theoretical Nuclear Physics 

          
• Submission through Research.gov or Grants.gov 

Questions – contact cognizant program director. 
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Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) NSF 23-519
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• Three tracks:  
o Track 1   $100 k < $ from NSF < $1.4 M;  up to 2/university 
o Track 2   $1.4 M < $ from NSF < $4 M;  1/university
o Track 3  acquisition, development, installation, operation, and maintenance of 

equipment and instrumentation to reduce consumption of helium; 1/university
• Two types:  development and acquisition; both need to be “shovel ready”
• Deadlines & details

oOctober 15 – November 15, 2025,  (a window of opportunity)
o https://www.nsf.gov/od/oia/programs/mri/ 
o https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/major-research-instrumentation-program-mri
o Contact your program directors well ahead of time to discuss & avoid pitfalls
o Awards above $1M compete across the entire Foundation
o 30% cost share req’d for PhD granting institutions
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Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) NSF 23-519
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• On July 1, 2025, the U.S. National Science Foundation announced that it 
would not accept new proposals for the NSF MRI Program during the FY 
2026 submission window (October 15 – November 14, 2025).  

• The NSF MRI program anticipates accepting new proposals again during 
the next submission window, scheduled for Oct 15 – Nov 16, 2026.

• PIs and SROs should monitor the MRI program web page for updates  
https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/major-research-
instrumentation-program-mri

• Solicitation has been updated  NOFO “waiting for a new publication”
•  Use current solicitation as a guide
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NSF – INTERN                                       NSF 21-013
Non-Academic Research Internships for Graduate Students

Supplement (up to $55k) to existing awards
• Applied, experiential training for graduate students.
• Professional development experience in preparation for multiple 

career pathways.
• Opportunities that encourage the participation of U.S. workers in 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).
NSF INTERN expands students' technical expertise & builds skills and 
knowledge in communication, innovation, leadership and more.
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Target date = April 15                        Contact Program Director
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Program’s
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NSF has moved to US Patent & 
Trade Office (USPTO) campus – 
but we have been teleworking 
since mid-December

Randolf Building 
401 Dulany St
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~ 1 km



6/24/2026 226/24/2026 22

For the latest updates: 
  https://www.nsf.gov/physics 

Contact us at: 
• Bogdan Mihaila   

bmihaila@nsf.gov or 
call (703)292-8235

• Allena Opper 
aopper@nsf.gov      
or call (703)292-8958
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Thank You!
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